THE  I'KJLNCE  UECOMKS  1JUDDHA.                       II

all the exercises both of the body and of the
and there was no rival among the youths and men of
India who could surpass him in any test, bodily or
mental.                                                                     5

He replied to all the questions of the sages ; but
when he questioned them., even the wisest among them
were silenced.                                                                 f>

Then Sicklhartha chose himself a wife. He se-
lected Yashodhara, his cousin, the gentle daughter of
the king of K61.L And Yashodhara was betrothed to
the prince.                                                                7

In their wedlock was born a son whom they named
Rahula, and King Shuddhodana, glad that an heir was
born to his son, said :                                               8

"The prince having begotten a son, will love him
as I love the prince. This will be a strong tie to bind
Siddhartha's heart to the interests of the world, arid
the kingdom of the Shakyas will remain under the
sceptre of my descendants."                                      9

With no selfish aim, but regarding his child and the
people at large, Siddhartha, the prince, attended to
his religious duties, bathing his body in the holy Gan-
ges and cleansing his heart in the waters of the law.
Even as men desire to give peace to their children, so
did he long to give rest to the world.                        10

VI. THE THREE WOES.

The palace which the king had given to the prince

was resplendent with all the luxuries of India ; for the
king was anxious to see his son happy.                      l

All sorrowful sights, all misery, and all knowledge
of misery were kept away from Siddhartha, and he knew
not that there was evil in the world.